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Historical context: Latin 
American integration

1815 Simon Bolivar’s Carta de 
Jamaica: dream of a Latin American 
Confederation

1991 MERCOSUR

1996 Andean Community

2004 ALBA

2008 UNASUR

 Analyses of public opinion on Latin 
American integration are still scarce/ 
often focused on single countries and 
time points (Jarra Ibarra 2014)

A comparative look at European 
integration:

Negative outcome on referenda on:

1992 Treaty on EU in Denmark
2005 European constitution (FR and NL)
2016 Brexit

Deceleration of the integration process

P.O. tracked longitudinally for decades
(e.g., Kriesberg 1959; Inglehart 1977; Eichenberg and Dalton 2007)

Public opinion matters!



Research goals:

1. Provide the first longitudinal analysis of public opinion towards 
Latin American economic and political integration among citizens of 
17 South and Central American countries.

2. Investigate the social structure behind this public opinion on Latin 
American integration, as well as its potential transformation over 
time.
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• Past research shows that the 
center and the right has 
traditionally been more 
supportive of integration 
than the left (Inglehart et al. 1987; Gabel 

1998; Milner and Judkins 2004)

• But what if the integration is 
increasingly driven but left-
wing governments? Does 
support for integration also 
shift to the left?

Puzzle:



Data
• Dataset: Latinobarometer surveys

• Coverage: 17 Latin American Countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela

• Time frame: 1997-2010 (economic integration)

2002-2010 (political integration)

• N=106,590 (economic integration),  54,256 (political integration)

• FDI (UNCTAD), GDP (World Bank)

• Country-level: Panel-data; individual-level: cross-sectional data



Dependent Variable: Support for integration

“Generally speaking, are you very in favour, quite in favour, slightly 
against or very against of the economic integration of the countries of 
Latin America? And of a closer political cooperation between the Latin 
American countries?”

[1] Very in favor; 

[2] Quite in favor; 

[3] Slightly against; 

[4] Very against; 

„in favor“

„not in favor“



Independent Variables





Methods

• Multilevel mixed-effects hybrid logistic regression 
• Account for multiple levels in our data (country, country-years)

• Hybrid model allows to estimate within and between effects
• calculating means at country level for between effects

• mean-centering the panel data at the country-level for estimating within effects (thereby 
controlling for unobserved country-heterogeneity)

• Marginal effect plots based on interaction effects
• Interaction terms between continuous year variable and relevant covariates









Marginal effects for gender



Marginal effects for education



Marginal effects for political orientation



Summary

• Levels of public support for economic and political integration are generally 
high in Latin America, but dropped over time. Support for economic 
integration tends to be higher than support for political integration. 

• Both within and between societies, there are considerable cleavages in 
support for integration. Latin American integration is seen more favorably, 
inter alia, by men, the young, the better educated, the upper occupational 
classes, and those satisfied with democracy and the economic situation of 
their country.

• While gender and educational cleavages in public support remained 
relatively stable over time, a significant shift occurred with regards to 
political orientation, as the left transformed itself from least to most 
supportive wing of the political spectrum.



Implications I

1. Our main finding contrasts with the general portrayal of the left as 
uncomfortable with the idea of regional integration (Inglehart et al. 1987; Gabel 1998; 

Milner and Judkins 2004)

When regionalism is increasingly driven by left-wing governments 
and takes according forms of appearance (counter-hegemonic, 
socialist), public support for regional integration may swing from the 
right and the center to the left. 

Regional integration may take different forms and is not per se 
owned by a particular political force. 



Implications II

2. Comparative Regionalism: While some patterns appear to follow the 
same logic in both regions (e.g., the gender gap), others seem to be 
related to specific characteristics of the Latin American context (e.g., 
the swing to the left). 

Better understanding of the universality or historical uniqueness of 
support for regional integration via comparable polls from other 
world regions in the future (e.g., Global Barometer survey family). 

3. The overall drops in support rates indicate that Latin American 
regionalism could soon be facing problems similar to those experienced 
in Europe 

Monitor closely in the future!



Thank you!

emanuel.Deutschmann@ovgu.de | @edeutschma
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Extra slides






